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,i FRENCH LINE
HURLED BACK

CIRCLE OF STEEL
II

Movement Marks Longest
Stride Yet Recorded in Ef¬
fort to Surround Fortress.

FIVE TOWNS CAPTURED
BY ARMY OF CROWN PRINCE

German Line Straightened and
Within Two Miles of

Outer Defenses.
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Germans Advancc
East of Verdun

WITH the li'MirnliiK of tlir lic-

ll\lly of ilir ciintrtidhiK Iiiri'cx
In 1 li«. nortli iif Vrrduu. thr I'rrnuli
in Ilir Witi'vre rrclun .¦nit of Vrrilun
lire lining tlirlr nrllllcry lo lifriiU
up t.rminn prrpnrntlonx for further
iidvnnrm toward llu> fortrrn*. M
tnriotlN point** tin- lirp of thr l-'rrnoh
Khun linn prrwnietl Ilir lacrmnnn
from Inmii'hlfiK ulTi'iiklirii.

lo lli<* \ Mnuii tiilim tlu-re
ii Imo linn heen Krral artillery ili*-
livltv li.v I lie J-'reiirli near SrntilM'ii
mill Iliiii-ilc-Snpi: irhllc nrnr Seppol*
Ilir t;rrniiinn linvr horn driven out
ol iri'iirlifH I liey had previously
Inkcn. In the < liniiipngiie rejilon.
tin- <;<-rimiii fortilii-d i<orkii in file
rpKion of lilll MKt lia\r lirrn battered
11> ilir I'reneh kuiiii. unit * 11.* rrntrr
of n mine exploded lij tlir l.rrinno*
ntm oeeuplcd hy tin- I'reueli.

Tin- . .ernimm limr ndiled »nrrnl
mill 11 lonn I poiiiln to llieir ferritin in
tlir lluhtintc nliotil \ erduii. lunlnir
lieen enabled to run*! nirt Irriiehe*
on tlir Mloprs north o( tlir I otr-dll-
I'ultrr mid to capture tin iirmored
mirk nnrtlmrM of I louiiii in out. anil
linic Inkrii tlir Iiiuiin of M milieu lie*
¦nut I liiitnpfnii. thirteen mill's soutli-
riiMt ol \ rrilnn.

In * It i *> ilriM' lo tlir niHl ol \erdun
tlir iidviitiee of tlir l.rrinniiK linn
rxtrnilnl nvrr ii front of *lr-
t ii ii 11 > liirlvi- miles.fro in Dieppe to
( liiimptnn.

Ilrrlin rrpurtn thnt thli« fur thrjr
lint i' t Ilk I'll prisoner lills ofHcer*.
HI,.IT." nirn mid n Inrcr nuuilirr of
Ktinn. itinehlue mini nml niurli »nr

material.
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RESULTS OF CAMPAIGN

't it -I! i>.( »t*t )»«:. :i CIViii * i<. Hi'!
Vim nf \ 11 i«*«I M»*tvliatii Shi|i^

Now I ii'Jt'i \\ ;i>.

oiidku r.i i rr riv {.: at midnight

\V«i?»lit»ij;ioir*> Atntutlt* N«n h'jiHy l)e-
j lei iiiiiiul, hut if American I* In¬

jured Grave Situation Will Arise,
f'jtbint'l t'oiiMtlers Question.
U' v-II 1\| ;T< >N. PeWuary -fU.j-ult.i

.of til- ii'.'w nsi I'l-firrmiuj fttbtnnriri*
in mjiai'.Mt i.iinM merchant 5liij»s nf
!(.. iiiti'titf- alJi'-y iir-L'ir :i itiir at .nul-
*': 1". I le eil l.\ I": t r S'lairs
with .1 \ i'.MIC .' Ml.

!'. J^'ll tllllllT thfi Vf'.t IV.Ktlill-
tuii..- Teutonic aval commanders are

autltt'i i'/.i'd tu siiil; w ithout warning all
.. i 11. *1 i i' -'i mi .haulmen ihey tn-

'.nimli': u ih 'iti'li>rslo.v| the;. li.Hi;
in I'll 'u]il t.i im.iU*' 'iitr. if possible,
i h:i I \ i'< r .iii estizeas ix.t aboard
ai > v i'l- {i11a.'Uf il

MoriiStorff. ambassador f . r
< ii'riiiiii,y. has iissiired tlx* 1 raited States
that lir r instructions nvc so formulated
as to prevent Uio destruction of enemy
liners "on account of their armament
(inlet's such armament is proved."
The attitude of the I'nitcd States

L'ovn nntT.t toward the 11evv policy o?
Germany ami Austria has not been
definitely determined. President Wil¬
son to-day discussed tiie subject in a
i:otiferoti*,»* with Secretary l.ansirw and
then laid the German tommunieat ion
in-Tore his Cabinet. l.nter it was said
that, because the till-important ap¬
pendices to Die German memorandum
had hern delayed in transit, the State
Department thus far was unable to
determino whether the claims set for¬
ward by Germany and Austria in
justification of their course were sus¬
tained. Th« State Department to¬
morrow probably will take step* to
determine what has become of the
tnisairg appendices, which were star'ed
it: tin- malls from Herlin tiearlj three
weeks acro

IP AMI'.ltU A N IS IX.IC HKD.
SITfATIO.N WIl.l. UK linAlll

Meanwhile, if any American citizen
is injured during the attack by a
submarine on a merchant ship which

jd*>es not and has no Intention of using
its armament otherwis> than defen¬
sively, a grave situation will arise.
The United States Hands at this

time., as it always has 'lone, for the
riphts of American citizens to travel
with safety on defensively armed ships.
If the. German contentions are sus¬
tained. however, and it is proved con¬
clusively that a ship upon which an
American may be injured used defen¬
sive armament for purposes of offense,
it is considered unlikely that this gov¬
ernment. will take any action.

I-'KW V KSSKI.S MK\ACK!>
l»V TRUTOMC SI II A! A It I ,\ KS

N'KW YOftlC, February 2ft..Only a
small proportion of the. shipping- plying
between Buropean and American port>*

a lleel of armed Italian merchant¬
men appears to Im; menaced by tho
new Teutonic submarine policy, which
goes into effect at midnight.

Hritish and French shipa that have
arrived here and at other Atlantic
ports dining the past year have car-
tied no guns. Seven Italian ships with
naval guns mounted on their after-
decks and manned by trained crews
from 'he Italian navy have, "men plyingbetween Now York and Mediterranean
ports since the first of the year, arid
on*. similarly armed, put in at Port
Arthur. Tex.

on Calendar Substantially
in Form in Which It

Passed Senate.

! REJECT GORDON AMENDMENT

: Salary of Prohibition Cominis-
j sioner $3.500.Cider May Con¬

tain 1 Per Cent Alcohol.

injecting ti\ decisive .ill
I'intendments looking to integral
j i-hanges-. House Committee on Moral
anil Swiai Welfare votf-il tinanunouHly
last night to report the Mapp prohibi¬
tion hill substantially in tii« f.>rn> in
which if pas<o->l .))<. Senate

1 lelding t<> the pressuri' of I'hair-
ma I. .Ionian, Delegate Williams ami
oi; . . in'Miitij-i nf tli. conmiitti <¦ who
were oppoM'il .». the section prohibiting
the anil illst ribution in Virginia of
newspapers published out of the State
when - i. l, j.autrs carry liquor adver-
'is.-nients. r Ji-.- ijinmlttee amend*'! thin

j tion to allow tin- sal- aii'i distribu¬
tion of sin-}, newspapers r«.i bona tble
ptjri-hii s.¦:.>. ijr subscribers.

I h« 'I'jalirtfdtioii w,i« attached to
meet the rear of Senator Mapp and
liev. lames Cannon. Jr.. both of whom
sai with th.> committee through its
two sessions yesterday. thai if the
section u-.-ri- Mti«-U«-n out entirely. the
wax xvould opened for the distribu-

[tion of whisk--house publications sup¬
plied to the people of tin- State free
of «-hnrge.
<ii>i;h i'i.m-i: >ti:\iikd to

m.i.ow i i«i:h ci-:\t A I.( OIIO I.
In deference to the claim of cider

manufacturers that the Mapp l.iH |n
allowing the sate in or out of the State
of cirlei made from home-grown apples,
containing t.ot more than one-half of

per cent alcohol, it was granting a
sight that wa« nullified by an impos¬
sible condition. tin- committee raised
*he a'cohol percntasie to I per cent.

I In no other respects was the elder see-
tion o! the Mapp bill changed. The
te«timo! of ider manufacturers be¬
fore t h«* House committee was to the

.ii t that ider often contains more
man on--half of 1 per cent of alcohol
when it leaves the press. and that it
v ....jlii he M \t to impossible to hold
the percentaKe of alcohol to this mlni-
:uun tmdei ordinary .-ondition" with¬
out i .. 11*. .f lustervntives.

S< nator Mapp and Senator Walker.
. oil, patrons of the prohibition bill, ad¬
dressed the committee at length 011 the
' 'ordon amendment providing for the
'.iifori-em»-iit of the prohibition '.aw by

.'he A it oi-nej -General. Senator Mapp
repeated the argument against tile plmi
tiiaI he inaile before the committee

j Monday night, while Senator Walker
gave it his strong indorsement, lie
was one of the leaders in the unsuc-

j cessful Senate fight for the adoption of
j the l onraii amendment looking to the
: same end
t.oitoov Atii;\inii;\T is

i»uki;ati:i> «v votk or u to i
On the roll call the Gordon amend-

jtnerit making the A itoi ney-Ocnoral
prohibition commissioner was rcjented
by a vote of :. to 1. the members voting
as follows:
For the amendment - Dele tr a t e s

l.ove. 'ioiiion. Stephenson and Wil-
Iiams. Total, t.
Against the amendment -Delegates

.Jordan, I'itts. Kent. J.»t, Wright, T.
l: . Moss, .loiif s. c.'a to ami Wright. I-'.

. -1. Total, P.
At the afternoon .-.e.-sj..!, the

inittoc. Delegate l;eed. of Portsmouth,
offored an amendment providing for
the i-iection of the prohibition com-
mission, r h> the people, besinning in

Ilis amcndmoiit also made the
salary «' tii<- commissioner $S,(iAn a
year, instead of .(>. as provided in
! h »> bill
Uelcgate liorili'ii alone, supported the

.amendment in the committee It wis
| rejected by a vote of !C to j. ;,n the
other members In attendance rcgisur-
ing In the mpative Delegate F .1.
u'right. Republican, told the commit-

(Continued on l-'ifth 1\ige.)

VOTE OF CONFIDENCE
I DEMANDED BY WILSON

Hopewell's ml Interim Administrative Hoard taking oath of office at l'i iiiee i.eorge Courthouse yesterdayIwfore Clerk of the Courts \\\ l>. Temple. Left to right, they are: Itirhanl Hoisseau, >1. >1. Finn (temporarychairman). Itiehard Kppe*. lieujaiiiin Harrison (secretary) and \V. I>. Temple, rlerk of the courts; .1. (>.Caison (inset), who was unahie to ho present when his colleagues were sworn in.

ADDISON LEADS FIGHT
ON CHHUIMTE COLLEGE

Scnute Spends Day in l)«*hato With¬
out liven Bringing About

Test of Strength.
:MAV VOTI2 TII1S A I'TKIINOON

('tuition and Wcndonhtirg, of Kich-
inonc]. Make Able Argument*- for
State Provision for Higher Kdtirn-
tion of Women at I'nlversit.v.
"It mandatory that tin- Senate

i>;:s^ this 1 . i 11. Tin- women of Virginia
demand that we give them an oppor-
tnuity to out**! tho hipher intellectual
life of the St a to. ami i ho time has nmr
cuiin- when we must lici'fl their prayer.
It is unhelieva hie that any Senator
nn this llonr can deny their rishi to'
collegiate training. And !t is impossi¬
ble. in the nature of things, to supply'
.1 college at any other place that would
so nearly meet their demands as at
the I'niversity of Vireinia, the natural
intellectual fountain of the State."

In these words. Senator Cannon, of
Kichmond, yestenlax took up the)
cude«1 in hehalt of tic Karlv hill, .

which proposes to expand the useful-I
ness of the l*niversst> of Vit°i;iiiin in
the establishment near Chariotlesvtlle!

Continued on Third Page.) t

HOPEWELL OFFICIALS
TIKE OATH OP OFFICE

Now Coimuissiniici-.s of City Qualify
for Duties at I'rinre (ic(UK»'

< 'on rthoti.se*.

1(1X1 i:k with sti.vkt to-day

Seek Governor's Advire in Formu¬
lating Plan for Inuu^urating Civil
C«ii\eriimeiK in Powder Town.
Martial Law <.'oines to lOntl.

i :.il tii 'I'lii Tiiii»\s-l»lsji;it'.'5> I
ll> M'KU'KI.U \'.\ /."..Ui'iiiir* -9. -P'or

Hi'-1 purpose of formula! imr a plan for
tin- inauguration of .1 civil tf'ivcri:-
111«-11T in w«*l 1. tin* ii\o members
of the \ 1I111111 si 1 a 11 v« Hoard ap¬
pointed on Mon-iav will hold a confer¬
ence wit'n li.ivi'riiov Smart .it the t.'api-
io! in Kiehmotni to-;norrou ..fteruoon.
it was announced to-niy:hi.
Martial law. which has prevailed

hero since i>eoeniher when Uie city
was wiped out 5# \ fire, will end to¬
morrow afternoon with the departure
of Major .K. \V, Howies, of Uiiiimonil,
atol Company M. l'irst II- niment, Vir¬
ginia Volunteei >.

The new .'oinmlssioncrs. M M. Kinn,
I ten.ia nun Harrison. Uh'h.'ird Kppes,

. < 'ont inin-il mi Second I'ace. 1

Substantial Evidence oj Richmond's Prosperity
RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

VIRGINIA'S HOME
DELI Vi:riEl» N EW.Sl'AI'KK.

Gained 54,768 Lines
(IX 1*.\11> AUVKKTISIXlt)

February 1916 Over Same Month 1915
19 16
i ft i r.

Daily.
1SS.11S Lines
163,842 Lines

(Jain 24,276 Linos

Sunday.
191.19S Lines
160,706 Line:-

:;<J.4!>2 Lines

Total.
379,3 16 Li 11
:: 21.54 S Lines

54.768 Lines

The Last Seven Months
ENDING FEBIiUATtY 29TH, 1 !. 1«

Last. Year. This Year,-

August . .

September
October .

November
December
January .

February

Daily.
162,232 1
1 9 1.674 I
207.94 2 L
1 or,.804 L
229,768 I.
1S3,19|> L
163.84 2 L

ines
ines
ines
Imps
ines
in Or-
ines

Total ...1,334.432 Line?

Sunday.
187,110 Lines
112.572 Lines
J 74.63'; Lines
237,762 Linos
106,224 l ines
187,390 Lines
160.706 Lines

1,296,400 Lines

l)nil>
1 !i 1, K1 S
L' 1 I .!¦ 0 }
2 2 S. ,j 3 6
2 1 2.3 J-')
2 r> i, 21 <>

204.4 42
ISfc.l IS

.ines
Linos
Linos
I .inos
Lines
1 .illl'S
Dines

Sunday.
201,124 Linos
168,280
2 o 8. ii 2 4
221,838
220.570
221,24 2
: si.ifs

Lines
Line i
Linos
Linos
Lines
1 .ines

1,4 88,2 14 Linos 1.482,796 Lines

Total Advertising Carried in Seven Months
This year
Last yoat-

Daily.
.. . 1,4 88.214 Lines
...1,334.452 Linos

Sun day.
1.482,796 Lin
1,296.4 00 Lilies

Total Gains, 153,762 Lines 186,396 .lilt-

Total.
2.971.010 Lines
2,630.852 Lines

340,158 Lines

! NEARLY 1,000 LIVES LOST
I WHEN LA PROVENCE SINKS
!

Forinci* Transatlantic J.iner Sen( to
Hottom on Saturday in Medi¬

terranean Sen.

11.\I» 1.800 IU0HSOXS <>.\ HOARD

Some Survivors Land ai Malta, Wliile
Others Are Taken to Greek Island
of Melos.ltelieved to Have Heen
Torpedoed.

[Special '.'able to Til.-. Times-lnspatch 1
I'ATtIS, February "ii.-- I.ii I'ro vetice,

the former transatlantic litter, but
n 11 y ;<n auxiliary French cruiser,

was sunk on last Saturday in the Medi¬
terranean. The loss of life is esti¬
mated at although it may reach
l.Ortit An olticial statement said that
at the time of the accident there were
l.SiX' persons aboard the. cruiser.
Later another statement said that

there were .Sin survivors. At Malta.
20'i were lamled. while .!<><. others were
landed on the (Jreek Island of Mclos.
Ten torpedo-boats and oilier craft

are soourtnn flu: vicinity of tlie scene
of the accident foi others who ma> still
be alive. It is believed they have
picked up a number, sufficient to ac¬
count for the difference between those
who have been landed and the re-
poried survivors.
IICI.IKMi 'I'llAT TDItl'lonil

SKNT 11 Kit TO IIOTTOM
Not a word is forthcoming from the

Ministry of Marine as to how [.a
Provence met her fate tt is generally
accepted as a fact, however, that she
was sent to the bottom b> a torpedo,
as (lei man and Austrian submarine*
have been operating recently in the
Mediterranean waters. Before she
could summon aid she had been tor¬
pedoed. ami immediately began to sink.
At the tune of the attack she was in
ihe middle of the .Mediterranean, mid¬
way between Malta and Melos, which
are about r.oo miles apart.
The signals of distress sent out ilid

not hrinK' aid until after th»* former
liner had been sunk It is evident that
1 .a Provence was carrying troops either
from or to Salonikl.
The troops and members of the crew

had taken to the boats, and, as rapidly
us tliey were (ticked up. they were
hurried to Melos or Malta The first of
Hie survivors reached Melos on Sunday
morning.
AnnouucerHcnl of the disaster was

withheld in the hope that all . tf those
un board would be picked up. This
hope final I.\ bad to be abandoned, how-
river, by olliciails.

I.A I'ltOYKM'K \\ \S t)i:\[|
TO AMIOItM AN II10AItTS

I Special tn Jhf Times-l i'usjiatch.1NIC\V YOUK, l'"obruary -'3. La Prov¬
ince was almost as deai to the hearts
if Americans as sh<? was to French¬
men. For a number of years she was!
'queen of the sous," the largest, finest
uid fastest of transatlantic liners. She
ivas btiilt at St. Nazaire in 1!).»G. She
ivas built for s|>ec<l and luxury. l>is-jtlaclng 13,rf)3 tons. she made twenty-;ive knots an hour on her maiden trip!
o New York, covering the distance
lctwee.n Havre ami S.vnd.v Hook In |'our days, thirteen bouts and twentv-jhree minute*?. '

PRESIDENT CALLS
FOR SHOW-DOWN

Can Proceed No Furtfietf
With Submarine Negotia¬
tions Until It Is Given.

DISSENSION IN CONGRESS
WEAKENING HIS POSITION

Wants Immediate Action on Pro¬
posal to Warn Americans

From Armed Ships.
r.VIMTOI. GRICATLY SURPRISED j
Administration Now Ready to v

Merlin Demonstration
of Its Unity.

irtre

IWASMINYlTOX. February 2n..Prl
-sit Wilson decided to-day that 1
«nnot proceed with the German su

marine nuRotintlons while dlnsonsl'
[ in I'onsjross weakens his position befot) tin- world, .sr. lie called for a show-down
mi the pending proposals to warn

j Americans off merchant ships of the
I Knropean belligerents armed for de-
| fense.

MaUirji clear that he .considers thej President, and not Congress, charged..
with the conduct of foreign relatioy '

of the Cnited States, he wrote a letll^*| ti» Representa11 ve T'ou. acting' chairp:'of th<» House Utiles Committee,
him to provide parliamentary iftcatts;:'for bringing the action out in the open
on the tloor of the House with full dlq'r .'

mission ami a vote, I.nter he sum- )
moneil Senator Stone and Representa-\,s
tlve Flood. chairmen of the Foreign';
Affairs Committees, and Senator Kern,
majority leader h» the Senate, for a
conference at the White House to¬
morrow morning. at which he will re
finest that one of the. varlomeV"'lu*Xi
resolutions he acted
houses.
Administration Icader.':^^steadily for the last week ~

ing their lines and count
support of the Republican-
sure of their position t'
to end all agitation w:
confidence In the Preside.
UKAUV TO <;1VK fiEHMAX

I IF, SIOVSTItATION' <
The President's letter to Mr. Pou, tj>etsignal that the administration was

ready to Rive Germany a demonstration
of unity, follows:
"My Dear Mr. Pou,.Inasmuch as I

learn that Mr. Henry, chairman of the
Committee on Rules, is absent in Tox^3,I take the liberty of calling your at¬
tention. as ranking member of the
commiitee, to a matter of grave con-\'
corn to the country, which can. I be¬
lieve, be handled, under the rule's of
the House, only by that committee.
"The report that, there are divided

counsels in Congress in regard to the
foreign policy of the government is
being made Industrious use of in for¬
eign capitals. 1 believe that report to.
be false, but so long as it is anywhere
credited, it cannot fail to do the
greates' narm and expose the country
to the most serious risks. . J.thenjfujflfeel justified in asking that your com-
nritteo will permit me to urge an early,
vote upon the resolutions with regard
to travel on armed merchantman
which have, recently been so much
talked about. In order that there maybe afforded an immediate opportunityfor full public discussion and action
upon (hem. and that all doubts and
conjectures may be swept away and
our foreign relations once moro cleared
of damaging misunderstandings.
"The matter is of so grave import¬

ance and lies so clearly within the field
of executive initiative that I venture
the hope that your committee will not
think that I am taking unwarranted
liberty in making this suggestion as
to the business of the House, and I very'-
earnestly commend it to their imme¬
diate consideration.

"Cordially and sincerely yours,
"WOODROW WILSOK."

COI HSi: IS DIU IDGD ox
AKTEIl CAHIXET MEETING

This course was decided on after to¬
day's Cabinet meeting, at which it
was discussed, and after a. week's quiet
steady work at the Capitol. Prompt
action is desired, particularly in tho
House, where agitation has been mos
turbulent, and where Speaker Clarl
predicted antiadministration resol
lions. when tirst introduced, would have
passed by a majority of two to on<^
There never has been a question of
(lie administration control on the Sen¬
ate side.
Adoption of the pending resolutions

practically would amount to congres¬
sional repudiation of policies announced
and contended for by President Wil¬
son and Secretary {.aiming all through
the submarine negotiations, which mor<*
than once were in a crisis. With their
defeat and an atllrmation by a ma¬
jority of Congress of their eonfldence-
sit the President's course, Mr. Wilson'*'
supporters point out, he will bi
enabled to continue t<» contond for tjhfi
principles of international law »TJr|humanity with a united government*
behind him. and with the same forvijas ho .' Wore a minority in Co^la
gross v Hdhia position more th$|jall thej " °' th® foreign dlpi';ymats %\'A v ho had to contcnd.
I>ispatn^p from Merlin and Vienj'ihave pi<^nred how the congreealor. 4|agitation wa.< '-r.-eiv^d ih'-rc n-<

,- ^t './.'frlH


